Fortnightly Media Analysis Report, 01-15 April 2025

The current report analyses media coverage of various health-related topics across English and Hindi online
newspapers, news portals, and international development platforms, including the UN portal, during the
period April 01-15, 2025. Key theme including Routine Immunization (RI), vaccine-preventable diseases,
measles and rubella elimination, polio, HPV, Td, JE vaccination and adverse events following immunization
(AEFI). A total of 157 articles were analysed, encompassing a broad spectrum of subjects such as Rl policies at
both national and international levels, contributions from stakeholders, and comprehensive public health
discussions that reflect diverse viewpoints.

Key Findings:
e Positive Portrayal: 43.3% of the analysed articles presented Routine Immunization (RI) initiatives
positively, emphasizing their vital role in public health enhancement.
¢ Neutral/Multi-faceted Coverage: 55.4% of articles adopted a neutral or balanced viewpoint,
highlighting both advantages and challenges of Rl programs.
¢ Negative Coverage: During the fortnight, only one article, accounting for 1.7% of the total, carried a
negative tone, highlighting adverse events following immunization and measles outbreak in several

countries.
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Important stories with highlights

Hindustan Times in its national news reported that the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare was
exploring the possibility of using its extensive polio surveillance network to monitor emerging and infectious
diseases. The goal, the story underlined was to detect potential outbreaks early. To assess the feasibility of
this initiative, the ministry has assigned the task to the National Institute of Health and Family Welfare—an
autonomous apex technical body and think tank under the ministry, responsible for promoting health and
family welfare programmes in India, the story reported.

Read more at:
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/centre-may-use-polio-network-to-screen-for-other-outbreaks-
101743621467212.html

Business World reported that the World Health Day this year focused on a growing concern—vaccine
hesitancy driven by misinformation. For the pharmaceutical industry, which has been instrumental in the
development and global distribution of life-saving vaccines, this issue, the story highlighted was both urgent
and personal.

Vaccines, the story underlined was among the greatest achievements in public health, significantly reducing
or eliminating diseases like smallpox, polio, diphtheria, and measles. However, the growing spread of
misinformation—fuelled by social media, fear, and distrust—now threatens to undo decades of progress
Read more at:
https://www.bwhealthcareworld.com/article/countering-vaccine-misinformation-safeguarding-progress-in-
public-health-553190

Times of India in its city section reported that while children are scheduled to receive nearly two dozen
vaccines under the national immunisation programme from birth to age six, many in Jharkhand missed out
on vaccination. According to data from the state health department between April 2024 and February 2025,
the story analysed that most children were vaccinated within their first year. However, there was a
significant drop in immunisation coverage for those aged one to five, with an even sharper decline in the five
to six age group. Notably, nearly 99% of newborns received the BCG vaccine immediately after birth during
this period.

Read more at:
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/many-kids-miss-crucial-immunization-doses-after-first-year-
of-birth/articleshow/120073294.cms

Times of India reported that the U.S. was facing a major measles outbreak, with over 700 confirmed cases
across multiple states. Once declared eliminated in 2000, measles has resurged due to declining vaccination
rates. The highly contagious airborne virus has spread to states including California, Texas, New York, Florida,
and Michigan. The Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has dispatched teams to the hardest-hit
areas to aid containment efforts. Health officials, the news story underlined were urging the public to get
vaccinated to prevent further spread and protect vulnerable populations, especially children and those with
compromised immune systems.

Read more at:
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health-news/measles-symptoms-safety-tips-
measles-makes-a-comeback-in-the-us-700-confirmed-cases-so-far-safety-and-prevention-tips-to-
follow/articleshow/120296115.cms

UNICEF, in a story on its website highlighted that each year, millions of children lose their lives to
preventable and treatable diseases. Emerging and resurging threats like mpox, polio, and measles continue
to endanger children, particularly those in conflict zones and the world’s poorest regions. Regardless of
where they live, every child has the right to health. Childhood immunization remains one of the most
effective tools to ensure their survival and development. Over the past 50 years, vaccines have saved an


https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/centre-may-use-polio-network-to-screen-for-other-outbreaks-101743621467212.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/centre-may-use-polio-network-to-screen-for-other-outbreaks-101743621467212.html
https://www.bwhealthcareworld.com/article/countering-vaccine-misinformation-safeguarding-progress-in-public-health-553190
https://www.bwhealthcareworld.com/article/countering-vaccine-misinformation-safeguarding-progress-in-public-health-553190
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/many-kids-miss-crucial-immunization-doses-after-first-year-of-birth/articleshow/120073294.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/many-kids-miss-crucial-immunization-doses-after-first-year-of-birth/articleshow/120073294.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health-news/measles-symptoms-safety-tips-measles-makes-a-comeback-in-the-us-700-confirmed-cases-so-far-safety-and-prevention-tips-to-follow/articleshow/120296115.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health-news/measles-symptoms-safety-tips-measles-makes-a-comeback-in-the-us-700-confirmed-cases-so-far-safety-and-prevention-tips-to-follow/articleshow/120296115.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health-news/measles-symptoms-safety-tips-measles-makes-a-comeback-in-the-us-700-confirmed-cases-so-far-safety-and-prevention-tips-to-follow/articleshow/120296115.cms

estimated 154 million lives — that’s six lives every minute for five decades — underscoring their vital role in
global child health.

Read more at:

https://www.unicef.org/take-action/campaigns/immunization-for-all

CNN reported a concerning rise in pertussis (whooping cough) cases across the U.S., with more than 1,500%
increase in cases since a low in 2021. Two infants in Louisiana recently died, while Washington, Idaho, South
Dakota, and Oregon also reported deaths, with Oregon seeing its highest case count since 1950. Ten
pertussis-related deaths occurred in 2023 —up from the usual two to four annually—and 2024 is on track to
surpass that. While attention remains on the growing measles outbreak in West Texas, the pertussis surge
highlights broader issues with declining vaccination and the resurgence of preventable diseases.

Read more at:
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/04/14/health/whooping-cough-vaccination-propublica/index.html

CNN reported that amid one of the worst measles outbreaks in decades, with over 569 cases across multiple
U.S. states, a new analysis revealed that nearly one-third of young children missed their first scheduled
measles vaccination. Measles is a highly contagious airborne virus, posing serious risks to unvaccinated
children. The MMR (measles-mumps-rubella) vaccine offers strong protection—93% after the first dose and
97% after the second. Health authorities recommend the first dose between 12—-15 months and the second
between ages 4—6. Experts stress timely vaccination as critical to curbing the spread and protecting
vulnerable populations.

Read more at:

https://edition.cnn.com/2025/04/03/health/measles-vaccine-first-dose-decline/index.html

Gavi’s vaccine works column highlights that malaria remains widespread in Kenya’s Lake Victoria region,
with eight out of 14 counties bearing the highest burden. Ochieng Gumbo, Health Pillar lead of the Lake
Region Economic Block, attributes the high cases to the lake’s proximity and climate change. However, a shift
began in 2019 when Kenya joined the Malaria Vaccine Implementation Programme (MVIP), piloting the
world’s first malaria vaccine. By 2021, the World Health Organization recommended the vaccine’s use to
protect children under five from severe malaria, marking a major step in reducing malaria-related iliness and
death in vulnerable communities.

Read more at:
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/malaria-vaccination-sees-child-deaths-drop-kenyas-lake-region
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