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The current report analyses media coverage of various immunization related news stories across English and 
Hindi online newspapers, news portals, and international development platforms, including the UN portal, 
during the period April 16–30, 2025. Some of the key themes, during the period under review including Routine 
Immunization (RI), vaccine-preventable diseases, measles and rubella elimination, polio, HPV, Td, JE 
vaccination and adverse events following immunization (AEFI). A total of 157 articles were analysed, 
encompassing a broad spectrum of subjects such as RI policies at both national and international levels, 
contributions from stakeholders, and comprehensive public health discussions that reflect diverse viewpoints. 
 
Key Findings: 

• Positive Portrayal: 43.31% of the analysed articles presented Routine Immunization (RI) initiatives 
positively, emphasizing their vital role in public health enhancement. 

• Neutral/Multi-faceted Coverage: 55.41% of articles adopted a neutral or balanced viewpoint, 
highlighting both advantages and challenges of RI programs. 

• Negative Coverage: During the fortnight, only two articles, accounting for 1.2% of the total, carried a 
negative tone, highlighting adverse events following immunization and measles outbreak in several 
countries. 

 
Reflection of News stories during the fortnight (16-30 April 2025) - at a glance 

Name of 
Publication 

Positive 
Mixed 
(Multi-
perspective) 

Negative Remark Subject Covered  

Times of India - 7 1 6     Measles, Vaccination, Whooping 
Cough, Cervical Cancer, MR campaign 

Hindustan Times - 
4 

2 2     Rotavirus, MR, Vaccine, Pandemic 
Treaty 

Economic Times- 3 1 2     VPDs, Measles, Dengue vaccine 

Business Standard -
4 

3 1     Global Health, Measles, World 
immunization Week, MR, UIP 

The Statesman -1 1       Measles and Rubella 

The Hindu - 3 2 1     Vaccine, Digital vaccination, RI 

Indian Express -1   1     TB vaccine 

Times Now- 2   2     Measles, Vaccine hesitancy 

The Week - 1 1 1     World immunization week, zero MR,  

Telegraph - 2   2     JE, Anti Vaccine 

PIB -1 1       Zero MR campaign 

Amar Ujala - 7 2 5     U-WIN, Diphtheria, Td, hesitancy, MR, 
IMR, pregnant women 

Dainik Bhaskar - 27 5 21 1 
Girl dies in Hathras UP 
after vaccination 

vaccination campaign, RISE, AWC, Td, 
Review Meeting, HPV, Health Care 
worker, AEFI. Dashboard, Monitoring, 
CHC, JE, VPDs, Diphtheria, Spl. 
immunization session 

Hindustan Hindi - 
18 

4 14   
  

Whooping cough, school vaccination, 
TD, Review Meeting, vaccination 
campaign, U-WIN, JE, RI, CMO 

Prabhat Khabar - 3 2 1   
  U-WIN, pregnant women, world 

immunization week 

Danik Jagran - 1   1     Routine immunization 

Zee News - 1     

1 

 4-Month-old died few 
hours after vaccination in 
Haryana Mahendragarh 

AEFI 



New 18 & NDTV- 2   2     Covid-19, whooping cough 

ETV Bharat -1   1     Vaccination camp 

Other National 
News Portals -15 

5 10     RI, Immunization, Measles, VPDs, MR, 
Health care, misinformation, Climate 
change, World immunization week, 
ANM,  

International News 

Nature - 3   3     vaccine, Polio, Newborn, Pregnant 
women 

Time Magazine - 1   1     Measles Booster 

The Guardian - 2 1 1     BCG, Diphtheria 

DW -1   1     VPS 

Washington post-1   1     whooping cough cases 

Mirror - 1 1       Fridge free vaccine 

Cureus -1    1     Research survey 

Gavi - 2   2     Digital vaccination, rotavirus 

WHO - 2   2     global immunization, vaccination 

UNICEF - 9 3 6 
    

Pneumonia, left out children, 
Rotavirus, Immunization, RI, 
community participation, WIW, VPDs 

PATH - 1   1     vaccine 

News Medical -2   2     Measles, outbreak 

BMC - 1   1     Measles 

The Scientist -1   1     Vaccine 

Other Int. web 
portal - 26 

4 22     

Measles, misinformation, 
unvaccinated child, CDC, vaccine 
guideline, vaccine, whooping cough, 
IDP, polio, adult vaccination, zero 
dose, single shot vaccine, VPDs, child 
vaccination 

 

Important stories with highlights 

 

The Hindu, marking World Immunization Week, highlighted India’s Universal Immunisation Programme, one 

of the world’s largest, reaching 29 million pregnant women and 26 million newborns annually. Partnering 

with the Ministry of Health, the UNDP, the story reflected, supported improvements in the last-mile vaccine 

delivery and distribution efficiency. The news item covered Dr. Angela Lusigi, UNDP India’s Resident 

Representative, discussing the impact of digital tools like eVIN and U-WIN in streamlining logistics and 

monitoring, including the introduction of a new initiative, the Community of Practice for Demand (CoP-D), 

aimed at boosting vaccine awareness and community engagement to strengthen immunization coverage 

across the country. 

Read more at: 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/community-participation-and-digital-innovation-vital-for-

universal-immunisation-undp-india-chief/article69493667.ece 

 

The Week reported that Union Health Minister Shri JP Nadda virtually launched the National Zero Measles-

Rubella Elimination Campaign 2025–26 during World Immunization Week (April 24–30). The initiative aimed 

to eliminate measles and rubella in India by 2026 through 100% immunization coverage with two vaccine 

doses. Highlighting the campaign’s importance, the story said that the minister emphasized on improving 

children's quality of life through complete vaccination. 

The news story shared that India saw a 73% drop in measles cases and a 17% decline in rubella cases in 2024 

compared to 2023.  

Read more at: 

https://www.theweek.in/news/health/2025/04/25/world-immunisation-week-2025-india-launches-

campaign-to-eliminate-measles-and-rubella-by-2026.html 
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https://www.theweek.in/news/health/2025/04/25/world-immunisation-week-2025-india-launches-campaign-to-eliminate-measles-and-rubella-by-2026.html


 

The Economic Times reported that WHO South-East Asia Regional Director Saima Wazed had underscored 

the life-saving power of vaccines in a recent video statement. Highlighting their role in creating a healthier 

future, she noted that vaccinated children have better educational outcomes and contributed to the national 

development. Quoting Wazed, the story covered that vaccines have saved over 154 million lives globally in 

the past 50 years—averaging six lives per minute. Of these, an estimated 38 million lives were saved in the 

WHO South-East Asia Region alone. She stressed that immunization for all was essential and vaccines are 

both safe and effective. 

Read more at: 

https://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry/who-reinforces-commitment-to-protect-

children-from-vaccine-preventable-diseases/120747401 

 

The Tribune reported that global immunisation efforts were under growing threat due to misinformation, 

population growth, humanitarian crises, and funding shortfalls, according to WHO, UNICEF, and Gavi during 

World Immunisation Week (April 24–30). These challenges contributed to a resurgence of vaccine-

preventable diseases like measles, meningitis, and yellow fever, and even the potential return of diphtheria 

in regions where it had been nearly eliminated. In response, the agencies had been urging immediate and 

sustained political commitment and investment to strengthen immunisation systems and safeguard the 

hard-won progress in reducing child mortality over the past five decades. 

Read more at: 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/increases-in-vaccine-preventable-disease-outbreaks-threaten-

years-of-progress-warn-who-unicef-gavi/ 

 

The Scientist reported that vaccines equipped a baby’s immune system to fight off serious infections, 

offering unseen but vital protection. Yet, the image many parents recall is of their child crying as a needle 

pierced their thigh. Quoting Helen Bedford, a children’s health expert at University College London, “We’re 

fortunate to have many vaccines to protect children from severe diseases”, the story commented that since 

many vaccines required separate injections, babies often underwent multiple jabs in a short span, which 

could be distressing not just for the child, but also for parents and healthcare workers administering them. 

Read more at: 

https://www.the-scientist.com/why-are-some-vaccines-better-together-72923 

 

The Mirror reported that UK had launched a pioneering clinical trial for a tetanus-diphtheria vaccine that 

required no refrigeration, potentially transforming global vaccine distribution. The vaccine, SPVX02, 

developed by Stable pharma, remained stable at room temperature, offering a significant breakthrough in 

storage and delivery, especially in regions lacking cold chain infrastructure.  

Read more at: 

https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/health/world-first-clinical-trial-launched-35135508 

 

The Guardian reported that the World Health Organization (WHO) had reaffirmed the importance of the 

Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine in protecting children from severe forms of tuberculosis (TB), such as 

TB meningitis and bone TB. Given the challenges in diagnosing TB in children, WHO stresses the need to 

continue BCG vaccination. Dr. Jean-Louis Foe, WHO Technical Officer for Tuberculosis in Africa, highlighted 

that BCG remains the only TB vaccine for children and serves as preventive therapy for those under five 

exposed to infectious TB cases. The vaccine, the story wrote, played a key role in reducing TB-related disease 

burden in children. 

Read more at: 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/increases-in-vaccine-preventable-disease-outbreaks-threaten-

years-of-progress-warn-who-unicef-gavi/ 

 

The WHO highlighted that the World Immunization Week, observed in the last week of April was aimed to 

promote the life-saving impact of vaccines in preventing disease across all ages, underscoring that since 
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1974, vaccines had, indeed saved 154 million lives—around six every minute—cutting infant mortality by 

40% and enabling more children to reach their first birthday. The measles vaccine alone accounted for 60% 

of those lives saved. Recent breakthroughs in vaccines for malaria, HPV, cholera, dengue, meningitis, RSV, 

Ebola, and mpox, the story said were helping protect even more people, showcasing major progress in global 

vaccine development and delivery. 

Read more at: 

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2025/04/24/default-calendar/world-immunization-week-

2025---immunization-for-all-is-humanly-possible 

 

UNICEF in its current news page shared a story that UNICEF, WHO, and Gavi had warned that global 

immunization progress was under a threat due to misinformation, population growth, humanitarian crises, 

and funding cuts. Marking World Immunization Week (April 24–30), the agencies highlighted rising outbreaks 

of vaccine-preventable diseases like measles, meningitis, and yellow fever, and the re-emergence risk of 

diphtheria. They emphasized the urgent need for sustained political will and investment to strengthen 

immunization efforts and safeguard the major gains made in reducing child mortality over the past five 

decades. The call aims to protect millions of children, adolescents, and adults at growing risk worldwide. 

Read more at: 

https://www.unicef.ch/en/current/news/2025-04-28/world-immunization-week-alarming-regression-

vaccine-preventable-diseases 
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