Fortnightly Media Analysis Report

16-31 March 2025

The current report analyses media coverage of various health-related topics across English and Hindi online
newspapers, news portals, and international development platforms, including the UN portal, during the
period March 16-31, 2025. Key theme including Routine Immunization (RI), vaccine-preventable diseases,
measles and rubella elimination, polio, HPV, Td, JE vaccination and adverse events following immunization
(AEFI). A total of 155 articles were analysed, encompassing a broad spectrum of subjects such as Rl policies at
both national and international levels, contributions from stakeholders, and comprehensive public health
discussions that reflect diverse viewpoints.

Key Findings:

e Positive Portrayal: 43.87% of the analysed articles presented Routine Immunization (RI) initiatives

positively, emphasizing their vital role in public health enhancement.

¢ Neutral/Multi-faceted Coverage: 56.12% of articles adopted a neutral or balanced viewpoint,
highlighting both advantages and challenges of Rl programs.
e Negative Coverage: No articles with negative perspectives were identified during the analysed

fortnight.

Reflection of News stories during the fortnight (16-31 March 2025) - at a glance
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Name of Publication Positive ( . Negative | Remark | Subject Covered

perspective)

Times of India - 13 3 8 Adult BCG, COVID-19, HPV, Zero dose, R,
Cervical cancer, Vaccination,
malnutrition, Vaccine, Measles Outbreak,
newborn

Hindustan Times - 3 2 1 HPV, GAVI visits news,

The Hindu - 4 2 2 Immunization, HWC and vaccines

Business Standard -2 1 1 TB, immunization

Mint- 2 1 1 Polio, JE vaccination

The Statesman - 1 1 Adult BCG

Dainik Jagran- 2 2 0 Vaccination, MR

India Today - 1 1 Special vaccination

New Bharat Times- 1 1 Routine immunization

Indian Express -3 2 1 Hep B, COVID-19 and HPV

Janta se Rishta- 2 1 TB vaccination

DD News, ET Now, TV 2 Health innovation, BMGF meeting,

09 News 24- 08 COVID-19, Cold chain management

’

New-18 NDTV, ABC 3 5 Adult vaccination, HPV Yellow fever, BCG,

news- 8 Polio
Polio, MR vaccination, ANM, Measles,

Dainik Bhaskar - 15 6 9 HPV vaccination, FLWs and VHND session
Polio, MR vaccination, vaccination

Hindustan Hindi - 12 4 8 Launch, missed children, digital
vaccination, UWIN, coverage vaccination

Prabhat Khabar - 3 2 1 Zero dose, HPV

Amar Ujala - 8 4 4 Special vaccination, ANM, vaccination,
measles

Other_National 24 10 14 Measles, vaccine shortage, HPV, cervical
cancer, Review Meeting, Td, vaccination,
MOHFW, Measles vaccine, Hep B

International News
The Guridian- 3 1 2 Immunization target, measles




The week- 1 1 Vaccination Shots

New York Times - 3 2 1 Measles outbreak

Measles outbreak

The Health- 1 1 1

Gavi- 6 2 4 Malaria clinic, PCV, transition in global
health,, vaccines

WHO - 2 1 1 _ .
Universal health coverage, Immunization

Relief Web -3 1 2 Health technology, Polio, WHO bulletin

Medical Dialogue -1 1 HPV

UNICEF- 3 1 2 Measles, IMR

BMC- 2 2 Vaccines hesitancy, Rota

The Tribune- 2 1 1 CVCX, global immunization

Malaria, Measles outbreak, Diphtheria,
Rota, vaccine, vaccine hesitancy,

6 11 childhood vaccination, advocacy, PCV,
vaccine shortage, meningitis, Imm

Other International web
portal - 17

Important stories with highlights

Medical Dialogue: Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Smt Anupriya Patel inaugurated the India
Innovation Summit- Pioneering Solution to TB, at Bharat Mandapam Convention Centre. The Summit is being
organized jointly the department of Health Research India Council of Medical Research (DHR-ICMR) and the
Central TB division, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW). The Summit aimed to accelerate India’s
Progress towards TB elimination by 2025

Read more at:
https://medicaldialogues.in/news/health/india-steadily-progressing-towards-eliminating-tb-by-2025-union-
minister-anupriya-patel-145209

Mangalore Today:

Philanthropist and Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates on Wednesday met Union Health Minister J P Nadda and
reviewed the collaboration between the government and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in the
healthcare sector.

Bill Gates also held discussions with Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu on leveraging
Artificial Intelligence (Al) and predictive analytics to improve service delivery in the fields of healthcare,
education, agriculture, and employment generation.

Read more at:

https://www.mangaloretoday.com/headlines/Bill-Gates-discusses-healthcare-with-Union-Health-Minister-
JP-Nadda.html

Times of India

Despite being a rare disease globally, Subacute Sclerosing Panencephalitis (SSPE) remains a serious health
concern in Lucknow and Uttar Pradesh to low measles vaccination coverage. Experts highlighted this issue on
National Vaccination Day on Sunday, emphasising need for complete immunisation to prevent this fatal
neurological disorder. They stated that SSPE was a progressive and fatal brain disorder that appears years
after a person contracts measles.

Read more at:

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/poor-coverage-of-measles-vax-giving-rise-to-fatal-neuro-
disease/articleshow/119086890.cms
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Mint:

After nearly 30 years, India plans to take over polio surveillance from World Health Organization (WHO)
entrusting the work to the National Centre for Disease Control, reported the newspaper. The news story
commented that two people familiar with the matter had cited direction to” Dismantle” the 30 years old
joint program that was instrumental in India eradicating the disease.

Read more at:
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-who-polio-surveillance-finance-ministry-health-ministry-ncdc-
npsp-11742197070658.html

The Hindu:

The Directorate of Public Health (DPH) and Preventive Medicine has initiated steps to ensure vaccination
facilities on all Wednesdays in all 4,848 health and wellness centres (HWC) in rural areas and 500 HWCs in
urban areas with the available health staff to improve vaccination coverage and to reduce drop-outs.

Read more at:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/vaccination-services-to-be-made-available-in-health-and-
wellness-centres-on-all-wednesdays/article69340754.ece

Times of India:

Aiming for 100% immunisation coverage for children and pregnant women, the health unit of Saran district
administration has launched an initiative focusing particularly on zero-dose children — those who have yet to
receive any vaccination. As part of this effort, the health department, the story shared had organised a
training programme, inaugurated by the civil surgeon, Dr Sagar Dulal Sinha. "This programme, conducted
with Unicef's assistance, will be implemented in selected villages in four blocks — Dighwara, Sonepur,
Marhoura and Mashrakh," Dr. Sinha was quoted in the story.

Read more at:
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/119263639.cms?utm source=contentofinterest&utm medi
um=text&utm campaign=cppst

Mid Day:

The news story reported that with the Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) outbreak now over, the Pune
Municipal Corporation (PMC) had initiated a large-scale Japanese Encephalitis (JE) vaccination drive.
Launched at the beginning of the month, the campaign targeted 1,98,874 children aged 1 to 10 years across
multiple city zones, with an overall goal of vaccinating 10.43 lakh children. This effort, the story shared

aimed to protect children from the life-threatening mosquito-borne disease, which continues to pose a major
health risk in endemic regions.

Read more at:
https://www.mid-day.com/mumbai/mumbai-news/article/mass-japanese-encephalitis-vaccination-drive-
begins-in-pune-23508159

Reuters

Countries, including the United States, cutting down funding for life-saving global health projects could
jeopardize vaccination programs that protect children and adults from deadly diseases, the World Health
Organization said on Tuesday.

Quoting a UN agency, the news report commented that the recent abrupt changes in donor budgets and
capacity in global health had put a severe strain on immunization programs, particularly to measles
prevention efforts, at all levels.
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Read more at:
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/funding-cuts-global-health-programs-
threaten-childhood-vaccination-efforts-who-2025-03-18/

The week

The publication commented that it had long been recognised that attitudes towards vaccines may be
vaccine-specific, so that people may take up some, but not others. The story added that on July 26 2021, the
following statement was posted on Twitter (later renamed X) about the COVID-19 vaccine.

"It’s not even a real vaccine. You can catch Covid and also spread it if you are vaccinated. You don’t catch
polio or MMR after you are vaccinated." My colleagues and | came across this comment and many like it
while analysing a nine-million-word dataset consisting of tweets about the COVID and MMR vaccines posted
between 2008 and 2022, to learn more about vaccine scepticism. We discovered that the author of this
tweet is not alone in questioning the status of the COVID-19 vaccines as vaccines, and comparing it to others.
Read more at:
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/international/2025/03/19/fes9-health-vaccine.html

The New York times:

The NYT, in a story reported that measles outbreak continued to spread in parts of West Texas and New
Mexico, and had also reached several other states, including Pennsylvania, California, and Oklahoma. Since
the beginning of 2025, more than 250 cases of measles, the newspaper commented had been reported
across multiple states, resulting in two confirmed deaths, one of which was an unvaccinated child—marking
the first death from measles in the U.S. in a decade.

Read more at:
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/119100468.cms?utm source=contentofinterest&utm medi
um=text&utm campaign=cppst
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